NIHR Exeter BRC Pre-application PPI Support Fund – Researcher guidance

It is good practice to involve patients and the public at the earliest possible stage, and involvement during grant development will ensure that the project meets the needs of patients, is relevant, and will embed patient and public involvement (PPI) throughout.
We’re inviting applications for up to £250 to support PPI in the development of a research project (before the project is funded). 
All researchers that sit within one of the BRC themes are invited to apply – previous or current BRC funding not necessary.
Applications will be assessed on a monthly, rolling basis (until funds are depleted). Applications will be reviewed by the BRC PPIE Team and our public collaborators.
If you’d like to apply but don’t yet have a plan, or would like to discuss your plans with the team, we’d be delighted to help – please email involvement@exeter.ac.uk 

Useful information when developing a plan:
We adhere to the UK Standards for Public Involvement in our work, and will use these to assess PPI plans. You can read more about the standards here.
We pay public collaborators for their time when contributing to research projects, and reasonable expenses. You can see our payment policy here. Do get in touch if you need to vary from this, or would like advice.
If you need any support and advice, the BRC PPIE team can help you! involvement@exeter.ac.uk 

Timelines and practicalities
We will assess applications based on their relevance to BRC work (i.e. that it’s translational research, and sits within one of our themes), and according to the scoring criteria below for questions three and four on the application form. All other questions will be assessed for reasonableness, and we may come back to ask for further details if required.
We will review applications monthly, on a rolling basis (until funds are depleted). In addition to admin time, this may mean that applications can wait for 5-6 weeks before hearing an outcome (if, for example they are submitted just after that month’s cut-off period) – although most will be faster than that. We’ll get in touch if there are any problems that might cause longer delays.
If funding is awarded, any payments will be paid from our PPIE budget. These can either be processed by you (we will provide our budget code) or we can support with relevant payment forms and processing of these.
For paying public collaborators directly, we can provide you with a form that they should complete with their bank details, and we will pay them by BACS. We will also provide you with tax information to provide to your collaborators, as payments are declarable and taxable income.
If funding is awarded, we will support you for the duration with resources and advice.

BRC pre-application PPI support fund scoring criteria – we will assess applications on these criteria for the following questions (questions three and four on the application form). Only applications with scores of three or more for both questions will be considered fundable.

What is your plan for pre-application/grant development PPI? 
	Score
	Criteria

	5
	Involvement plan takes into consideration the UK Standards for patient and public involvement, taking into consideration the diversity of those taking part. Plans are well-thought through demonstrating how input will feed into shaping the project and impact positively on outcomes.

	4
	Involvement plans are well-thought through with a plan for questions to be asked, some idea of how this will shape and impact on the research project.

	3
	Good involvement plans that seek the opinions of a range of people. Could do with more clarity on what questions will be asked and how that input will shape and impact on the research.

	2
	Involvement plan not particularly well-developed, with little thought of inclusion. Key questions around who will be involved and how their input is used to shape the project are unanswered.

	1
	Plan doesn’t include much good involvement, with a lack of clarity on who will be involved, how the research will be undertaken and what findings will be used for the final project.




How will you ensure that your involvement is inclusive, supports the involvement of people from a wide variety of backgrounds or a group of people not usually involved in research? 
	Score
	Criteria

	5
	Good thought has been put into working with underserved groups, or a wide variety of perspectives and voices that aren’t often heard in research. Thought about the populations affected by the condition being researched. Good justification if contributors not from a variety of backgrounds.

	4
	Thought about seeking input from people from a range of backgrounds, including underserved groups, with a realistic plan for achieving this. Valid justification if contributors are not fully representative.

	3
	Some thought has been put into getting perspectives from people from a range of backgrounds, with a plan for engaging with various groups or a range of people. Some clarification if contributors are less representative.

	2
	Not much thought put into engaging with people from underserved groups or a range of backgrounds. No plan for how to engage with different people.

	1
	No thought about the various people affected by their research, or plan to involve them to guide their project development.





